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SMOKE AND MIRRORS: THE SECOND OF A THREE-PART SERIES

Winter session
leaves students
out in the cold

Thirteen-day span limits class options;
‘It sucks a lot,’ one says
By TRUTH ESGUERRA
Staff Writers

Portrait of a Smoker

KAITLYN OSBORN-BROWN // Spartan Daily

Part One

Part Three

Part Two:

The second-hand story
By MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN
Staff Writer

Chris Ayad, a sophomore electrical engineering major, entered campus one day last
week while smoking a cigarette as he sauntered through the walkway between Washington Square Hall and Yoshiro Uchida Hall.
While blowing smoke into the open air, a
Spartan Daily reporter asked him whether he
felt respected, as a smoker on campus. The
two friends he was with laughed.
“I don’t know, and I don’t care,” he answered. “But if you don’t like it — tell me, so
I can move.”
Ayad’s apathy is one reaction to a social
stigma toward smokers that experts say has
been evolving over the past two decades due
to a heightened awareness of the health risks
of second-hand smoke.
“(The stigma) is still impacting this country
and hasn’t touched other countries yet,” said

Jennifer Gregg, assistant professor in the psychology department. “I don’t think it’s been a
very dramatic shift in most areas. California
seems to be one of the areas that has had the
most profound impact—and even that has
been tremendously slow.”
Cigarettes were advertised in a positive
light as early as the 1930s, according to a
March 2007 article in The New York Times
by health contributor Dr. Howard Markel.
“Full-color magazine ads depicted kindly
doctors clad in white coats proudly lighting
up or puffing away, with slogans like, ‘More
doctors smoke Camels than any other cigarette,’” the article read.
And Gregg said that by World War II,
smoking still had not gained its stigma.
“The rations that went over to the troops
included a pack of cigarettes, and we ended
up hooking a lot of young men to smoking at
a pretty early age,” she said. “It wasn’t until
the ’70s that we started to have some understanding of the harmful effects of smoking.”

The slow shift accelerated in California
during the past ten years, Gregg said, as people become more conscious of health factors.
Jose Zacarias, a non-smoker and senior
civil engineering major, said his negative view
of cigarettes has been partially influenced by
personal experience.
“I grew up with a father who smoked a
lot, and he was always outside of the house
to smoke instead of inside the house with his
family,” he said. “And my grandfather passed
away from a smoking-related illness.”
Gregory Enriquez, a senior psychology
major and smoker, said he doesn’t allow the
stigma to affect him.
“People need to realize why people smoke
in the first place as opposed to just attacking
what they’re doing,” he said.
Gregg said that from a psychological perspective, the effects of negative and positive reinforcement explain why people get
See CIGS, page 3

First of eight candles lit in honor
of 2,000-year-old Jewish tradition
By LEAH BIGELOW
Staff Writer

IN THE ‘LIGHT’ OF ART
Student artists display
their work in Gallery 3 of the
Art building from Dec. 4 to
Dec. 6 in an exhibition that
shows varying effects of light
on art pieces.
TURN TO PAGE 6 FOR ARTIST
PROFILES. GO ONLINE FOR
MORE ON THE EXHIBIT.
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The celebration of Hanukkah began at sundown
Tuesday with the lighting of the first candle on the
menorah.
Hanukkah honors the rededication of the Jerusalem Temple in 165 B.C.
Vanina Sandel Mutchnik, director of Jewish
campus life at the Hillel House, said that during
a time of war the Jewish people had only enough
oil to last them one day, but it instead lasted them
for eight. Hanukkah was created to celebrate that
miracle, she said.
“It’s just a very nice tradition, even if you’re not
religious,” said Naama Shani, a senior molecular biology major.
Shani, who lived in Israel until she was 14, said
that as a child she would perform skits in class and
eat traditional food to commemorate the holiday. At
home, Shani said she and her family light the menorah, a nine-candle holder to symbolize each day the
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oil burned.
One candle, Mutchnik said, is called a guide candle and is used each night to light the others.
Shani said that in Israel the celebration of Hanukkah is everywhere, but in the U.S., it is not the
same. The tradition of gift-giving is more of an
Americanized version of the holiday because Hanukkah occurs around the same time as Christmas,
Shani said.
“It was kind of like a Hallmark decision,” said Sarah Bronstein, a sophomore political science major.
Bronstein said, however, that the celebration
brings her family together because “most of the time
during the year my family does its own thing.”
She said they go shopping for gifts together and
make latkes, a potato pancake made with onions and
garlic and fried in oil. The food is cooked in oil to
symbolize the oil that burned in the Temple, Bronstein said.
Another Hanukkah tradition, said Mutchnik, is
playing with the dreidel. Each side of the toy has
See CANDLE, page 2
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IS THE MEN’S B-BALL
RECORD A FLUKE?

NEW COMPETITION FOR
SPARTAN BOOKSTORE

UPROAR OVER A
CHRISTMAS TREE

Sports editor Kris Anderson says the
quick start to the 2007-08 season
could be deceptive. Find out why.

Web sites offer textbooks for rent
to students seeking a less expensive
alternative

Students at Missouri State University complain that a tree alienates
religous groups. Aren’t we all getting a little too sensitive?
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With 93 course sections still
open for Winter session, some
students are unhappy about the
lack of class choices.
Christine Sim, a junior accounting major, is not taking any
classes this Winter session.
“They don’t offer the business
courses during the winter,” she
said.
Emily McKean, a junior
graphic design major, said she is
also disappointed with the limited
winter option.
“There is no art classes offered
in the winter time,” McKean
said. “It’s very unfortunate, and it
sucks a lot.”
Both Sim and McKean said
they would consider taking classes
this winter if their desired classes
were offered.
“On Ratemyprofessor.com,
some of the professors (during
Winter session) didn’t get good
reviews as the professors that
taught during the year,” said Kurt
Chong, a freshman accounting
major. “For those classes I wanted
to take, they happen to get less
reviews than the ones during the
actual academic year.”
Winter session, which has a

fewer classes than full-length semesters, starts Jan. 2 and allows
students to possibly earn three
units in 13 days.
“Each college is given a target
of how many students we have to
have in our classes,” said Nancie
Fimbel, interim dean for the College of Business and Lucas Graduate School of Business.
Fimbel said only the spring,
fall and summer semesters are
counted.
“If we offer classes in the winter, the students in those classes
don’t count because it’s a nonstate-supported part of the year,”
she said about the funding. “The
only reason we are doing it is we
want to meet our target for the
college.”
Fimbel said the college can get
credit for students who take classes in the spring rather than not
getting credit for students who
enroll in courses in the winter.
“I’m sorry we had to do it because I know that there certainly
are some students who count on
taking at least one course in the
winter,” she said, “where that
means their spring load is a little
easier or it means that they don’t
have to take something in the
summer instead.”
See WINTER, page 2

Junior college
fee-cuts may
raise CSU’s
By NICOLE LIEURANCE
Staff Writer

A measure on California’s Feb.
5 ballot could mean increased
funding for community colleges,
but California State University
officials are worried where that
money will come from, according
to a CSU representative.
Proposition 92 will reduce California community college fees
from $20 to $15 a unit and limit
future fee increases, said Linda
Cushing, the Bay Area campaign
manager for Proposition 92.
“It will make higher education
more accessible for more people,”
Cushing said.
Clara Potes-Fellow, however,
the representative for the CSU,
said that the measure’s funding
would be drawn from the discretionary portion of the state budget, the same source for CSU and
UC funding.
“This could mean increases in
student fees and a negative impact
on enrollment,” Potes-Fellow said
of the CSU system. “It’s fiscally
irresponsible.”
Opponents of the measure also
claim that Proposition 92 will do
little to help low-income college students with costs, as currently many
already have their tuition waived.
“Prop 92 is a complex issue,”
said Brian Ferguson, communications specialist for the California
Faculty Association. “We’re sup-

portive of community colleges,
but there’s only so much money
in the pie.
“Unfortunately, we all need
more support from the state, and
helping one over the others is unfair,” Ferguson said.
The CFA and the CSU are
two of the organizations opposing the measure. Other notable
opponents include the League of
Women Voters of California and
the University of California.
Supporters of the measure include the California Labor Federation, the Community College Association and the Student Senate for
California Community Colleges.
At San Jose City College on
Tuesday, students, faculty, administrators and other community
members held a news conference to
show their support of Proposition
92. Karla Reyes, an SJSU student
and graduate of Evergreen Valley
College, was one of the speakers
that endorsed the measure.
Cushing, a former instructor on both the community college and CSU level, said that the
measure won’t take funding away
from other educational systems
such as the CSU and UC.
Proponents of the measure
also claim the K-12 schools will
not be negatively affected.
“The state can fund community college enrollment growth
without raising taxes of taking
See PROP 92, page 2
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CANDLE // Hillel to host Shabbat
Continued from page 1

a letter on it, and when the letters
are put together it reads “A miracle happened here,” she said.
Bronstein said she used to play
with the dreidel when she was
little. She said the importance
of the game is to remember the
miracle.
“Holidays are important to celebrate, especially for students who
are away from home,” Shani said.

Although she said she still lives
with her parents, Shani said she
also enjoys being able to go to
the Hillel House, which supports
Jewish student life at local universities, to do homework or hang out
with friends.
Students from SJSU’s Jewish
Student Union gather at the Hillel
House, said Victoria Harrison, coordinator of SJSU’s Jewish Studies Program.
Harrison said the house, located on East William Street, cel-

ebrates Hanukkah by helping students make their own menorahs
and lighting a candle on each of
the eight nights.
Mutchnik added that the Hillel House plans to hold a special
Hanukkah Shabbat on Friday.
The Shabbat is a traditional dinner that is usually held every Friday to celebrate the Jewish Sabbath, she said.
On Friday, in addition to the
dinner, the fourth candle on the
menorah will be lit.

PROP 92 // CSUs, UCs fight ballot
Continued from page 1

funds from K-12 schools,” the measure states.
“This measure actually pays for itself in time,”
Cushing said. “It allows students to get better-paying jobs which helps our economy in the long run.”
Cushing said that the measure has a provision that
would override the fee decrease in the event of a budget crisis.

In a statement on their Web site, Noprop92.org, opponents said that the measure does not provide enough
accountability for how the funding will be spent.
The measure states that, “Community colleges
should be accountable to taxpayers through the election of local boards facing regular election.”
Cushing said that it’s unfortunate the CSU and
UC are opposing the measure.
“The investment in an educated workforce is
something all Californians should support,” she said.

Associated Students ready for
members, changes in spring
By JOVANNI COLISAO
Staff Writer

The Spring 2008 semester looks to bring more
members to Associated Students, as well as more exciting events, said Juan Luna, director of communications for the SJSU student body.
Associated Students help provide the multiple programs and services for SJSU students, said Cheryl
Vargas, executive director of Associated Students.
Luna said he could not be any more pleased with
his fellow A.S. members.
“The Associated Students of San Jose State University is very proud of the accomplishments by all
the board members for the fall semester,” Luna said.
He said that A.S. is still looking into multiple ways
to improve SJSU.
“We have been revising and editing the bylaws of
our corporation in order for our organization to continue to run smoothly,” Luna said.
One student would like to still see some changes
in fees.
“I’m tired of tuition going up every semester,” said
Michelle Lopez, a junior political science major. “Hopefully, fees will go down because it’s just too much.”
Associated Students has been not only trying to
expand their presence on campus, but has also been
keeping up with new technology, he said.

Luna said that A.S. is continuing to move toward
higher visibility through programming, upcoming improvements to the A.S. website, as well as the newly
launched MySpace page Luna said.
Another student who brought up the issue of fees
said A.S’s visibility ideas are good, but he is not too sure
if students will add A.S. to their Myspace friends list.
“Students are constantly on campus anyways,”
said Chin Do, a sophomore engineering major. “Plus
students can just visit our campus Web site to see
what’s going on.”
Luna said that A.S. is always in the process of creating new and interesting ideas.
“A new tradition in A.S. has been born,” said Luna.
“Our open house idea bloomed into a great program.”
He said many students attended and learned about
where A.S. functions and to let everyone know that
the A.S. house is always open to visitors weekdays until 5 p.m. if anyone has any questions.
Members of Associated Students are proud to see
a number of students, including freshman, join committees, he said.
Luna said that students should continue to sign up
for committees, because students can learn the way our
corporation functions and give a great deal of input to
the decision made by their student government.
President Don Kassing said he was pleased with
A.S. and the events that took place during the 150th
anniversary, especially during homecoming week.
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CORRECTION
In a Dec. 3 opinion column, “Pakistan’s sham democracy mirrors Philippines of the
past,” it was incorrectly stated that Ferdinand Marcos assumed the presidency of the
Philippines in 1996. It should have stated that he assumed the presidency in 1966.

SPARTA GUIDE
Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta Guide information online. Visit our Web site at
www.thespartandaily.com. You may also submit information in writing to DBH 209.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries
is noon three working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of
submission. Entries are printed in order in which they are received.
TODAY
Winter Clothes Drive
Please donate new and gently used winter clothes
for all ages. Donations will go to Sacred Heart. Please
drop off donations in the social work office, Washington
Square Hall, Room 215. For more information, contact
Emily Wischhusen at ewischhusen@sbcglobal.net.
African American Faculty and Staff Association
From noon to 1 p.m., the Africentric seminar will
continue its series with “Why Christ is considered to
be African.” This will take place in the King Library in
the Cultural Heritage Center in Room 525. For more
information, contact Dr. Oscar Battle, Jr. at 924-6117.
End of the Semester Feminist and Catholic Mass
This Wednesday is the last Feminist & Catholic Mass

until next semester. It will be held in the Spartan Chapel
at 5:15 p.m. All are welcome at the table. For more information, contact Victoria Rue at Victoria@victoriarue.
com.
Dec. 6
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has weekly Bible studies
every Thursday in the Pacifica Room at 7 p.m. For more
information, please e-mail Justin at jfoon1@yahoo.com.

Dec. 14
Memorial Gathering for Prof. David Eakins
On Dec. 14 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Spartan Memorial Chapel. For more information, contact Diana
Baker at 924-5500.

WINTER // Business classes not offered
Continued from page 1

Fimbel said this is the first time
this happened.
“We had additional students
that didn’t matter if we lost some
from that Winter session if those
students didn’t sign up for Spring,”
she said. “This year, because we
are close to our target, we need
those students in the spring.
“I’m sorry that we weren’t able
to do it this year but we just weren’t
able to meet the target that we have,”
Fimbel said. “I am certainly hoping
that this will be only year that we
don’t have to do it.”
Andrew Wood, an associate
communications studies professor, is
teaching a three-hour public speaking class Monday through Friday at
noon during the Winter session.
Wood said one of the reasons
why his class was being taught in
the Winter session was because it
was a general education class.
Wood said he felts some stu-

dents, who are afraid of public
speaking, take the class in the Winter session because the class is only
three weeks long.
He said he enjoys teaching the
public speaking class in the Winter
session because he can focus only
on teaching it without any interruptions, such as meetings.
“It’s all about the students,”
Wood said.
As of now, a total of six online

“We want to provide
as many opportunities
for online courses
as we can.”
STEVE ZLOTOLOW
Associate dean of international studies
and director of eCampus

courses are open for the Winter semester.
Steve Zlotolow, associate dean
of international studies and direc-

tor of eCampus, said it is up to
individual departments to decide
whether they want to offer online
courses over the Winter session.
“We want to provide as many
opportunities for online courses as
we can,” he said, “but it’s up to the
professors.”
He said the College of Business’s
decision “not to participate” in the
Winter session is one of the reasons
for a death in online courses.
Judy Rickard, the senior lead of
international and extended studies
marketing and publications, said
Winter session is “very popular”
with students.
“It gives an opportunity for students to accelerate their degree
process,” she said.
Rickard said that the international and extended studies department cannot “create” more classes
for the Winter session, something
that the deans of schools and departments decide for themselves.
She said that her office only administers the process.
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Students read into new book options
Spartan Bookstore competes with Web sites and rental services
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CIGS // Stigma, shame
could be deterrents
Continued from page 1

By CASEY JAY
Staff Writer

When selling textbooks back to the bookstore, some SJSU students walk away with
half-filled pockets.
The cost of textbooks is a well-known woe
among college students.
“Everybody complains about the prices of
textbooks,” said Charles Pierce, a senior physics major.
Several alternatives to the traditional bookstore method of purchasing texts have developed in response to student demand. One of
the most recent is online renting.
One such company is Santa Clara-based
Chegg.com, where students can rent the books
they need for a specified term, then mail them
back when they are finished.
According to its Web site, Chegg has more
than 2 million textbooks available for rent and
there is no limit to how many a person can
order.
The Web site also said that the price varies
depending on the book, but the average is 40
percent of the list price, and that students pay
for shipping the first time, but return shipping
is included in the rental price.
On Nov. 27, the San Jose Mercury News
reported that according to the company, more
than 400 universities, including Stanford Uni-

versity, Santa Clara University, and San Jose
State Univeristy, have used their services.
Pierce, who said he looked into purchasing
books from Beat the Bookstore once, said he
has never heard of renting textbooks, but that
he would give it a try.
“I might consider it for some classes, but
not for my major because I usually keep those
books,” he said.
Rick Sanchez, a senior hospitality management major and textbook supervisor at Spartan Bookstore, said he is not sure how textbook

“Everybody complains
about the prices of
textbooks.”
CHARLES PIERCE
Senior, physics major

rental companies would affect business at the
campus store.
“Probably not that many students are using
them,” Sanchez said of the companies, “but it
could catch on.”
Sanchez said the biggest threat to the bookstore currently is Amazon.com.
He said that some students buy their textbooks from the bookstore right away so they

have them for class, but then search for cheaper copies on Amazon. The bookstore offers
full refunds for a return within two weeks of
purchasing, so if students find a less expensive
version within that time, they bring their original book back to the store.
Erica Bustos, a senior advertising major, said
she normally uses Amazon.com to buy her books
for school, and that she would try a rental company but would need to look into it more.
“It seems weird to me, because what if you
totally destroy the book?” she said.
Angelo Wood, a senior international business major and student assistant at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, said he would try
renting textbooks, because the library used to
serve as a good alternative but is now a little
less helpful.
“We used to have an interlibrary loan program,” he said. “It took a little longer, but you
could get pretty much any book. They stopped
doing it last year because the bookstore said it
was competing with their business.”
Wood said the library does have some
textbooks, but they tend to be older editions.
Professors can also leave course materials on
reserve, but checkout is limited to two hours at
a time per student.
“I haven’t heard about renting textbooks.
I think that would be a good idea,” Wood
said. “We’re always looking for a way out. The
bookstore is a last resort.”

Attorney General sues toy companies;
SJSU’s preschool checks for dangers
By OSVALDO CASTILLO
AND TRUTH ESGUERRA

hooked.
“When something bad happens, a person feels stressed,” she
said. “So they smoke, and the
stress goes away. Instant relief is a
pretty powerful thing to stop.”
Wiggsy Sivertsen of SJSU
Counseling Services discussed
some of the other psychological
elements of cigarette addiction.
“Smokers not only use smoking for smoking,” she said, “but
they also use it as an anxiety reduction — something you do
when you’re feeling nervous or
uncomfortable in a situation.”
“It’s a way to be a shield between you and somebody else …
a way of getting away.”
And she emphasized the difficulty of quitting the habit.
“Smoking is a horrible addiction, and I think oftentimes
people who don’t smoke can be
really intolerant and judgmental”
Sivertsen said. “People who are
smokers frequently feel misunderstood and feel under attack or
under siege, if you will.”
But Gregg said the negativity
experienced by smokers from having to smoke in only designated
places is far outweighed by the
health benefits of shielding people
from exposure to cigarette smoke.
“Smoking is something that
impacts the health of others,” she
said. “It does stigmatize smokers,
and it does probably contribute
to some bad feelings for them. At
the same time, I think long-term

health for people is impacted by
smoking [that occurs] in enclosed
areas.”
Gregg said she believes that
social stigma can be a powerful motivator for people to quit
smoking.
“As a culture we’ve shifted
away from smoking as we become
more health-conscious,” she said.
“I think one of the biggest deterrents, particularly here in California, is the stigma and shame that
goes along with it.”
Sivertsen’s advice to smokers:
“Think about the effects that your
smoking has on people around
you, and try to be thoughtful about
where you choose to smoke so that
people don’t come down on you
with heavy-handed types of rules.”
She recalled a friend she used
to work with who was told by his
doctor to give up smoking due to
a chronic cough.
“I remember sitting in his office and he had tears in his eyes,
and he said, ‘Wiggsy, I feel like
I’m giving up my best friend.’”
After stopping by a campus
bench near Spartan Memorial
to finish smoking, Ayad said he
can sometimes feel the negative
effects of his smoking habits.
Particularly in the morning,
he said, “when I cough, and crap
comes out of my throat.”
But he’s not ready to quit just
yet.
“Sometimes it feels good,”
he said. “And I know I’m going
to quit someday. So keep making those cigarette patches and
stuff.”
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The California Attorney General filed a lawsuit Nov. 19 against 20
toy companies for having unlawful
quantities of lead in their toys, according to his office.
The lawsuit was filed in Alameda County, according to the office
of Attorney General Edmund G.
Brown Jr. Mattel, Fisher-Price and
Marvel Entertainment were named
in the lawsuit.
Retail stores such as Toys “R”
Us, Wal-Mart and Target were also
named in the lawsuit. Pam Richardson, an associate occupational
therapy professor and coordinator
of the Child Development laboratory pre-school clinic at SJSU, said
the clinic has some toys manufactured by the companies that were
named in the lawsuit and recall, but
the toys were purchased months
before the recall.
Even though the clinic has these
toys, the clinic focuses on getting
children to use toys that will be
beneficial and educational, Richardson said.
These toys include art supplies,
blocks, clay, balls, jump ropes and
scooters.
“I haven’t purchased any toys
since the recall started,” she said.
“Certainly now, I’m going to be
very aware and checking the list
of what has been recalled before I
purchase toys.
Maria Gonzalez, a freshman forensic science biology major, said
she and her family bought her 7year-old sister Aqua Dots toys, one
of the recalled toys from Costco
and Toys “R” Us.
She said the U.S. should be
more careful about what kind of
toys it imports into the country.
“Why are they putting this in
the stores?” she said. “Don’t they
check them?”
Gonzalez says her sister refuses
the toys that are offered to her because she is aware of the lead that
maybe in the toys. Her sister said
she is frightened by the scandal.

Gonzalez said her little cousins
are also aware and are scared that
their toys might be dangerous.
Monica Burgara, a freshman
undeclared major, is planning on
buying her cousins, who fit in the
age range of 2 to 7, toys for the
holidays.
Burgara said she will be more
aware when buying her cousins
gifts after the recall incident.
“I want to give them gifts so they
can have fun … not to get sick,”
she said.
Burgara said toy companies
should be more careful about their
products.
“It can cause lots of damage to
the children,” she said. “They are
the future.”
Lead and other heavy metals can
be dangerous because it can alter
the protein structure in the human
body and change their function,
said Patrick Fleming, an assistant
chemistry professor at SJSU.
“Heavy metal poisoning is cumulative,” Fleming said. “Once it
is inside the body, it is hard to get
rid of,”
Lead poisoning treatment is
available, Fleming said. The treatment unfortunately removes other
metals that the human body needs.
These metals include calcium and
iron.
Lead is known to cause cancer
and damage to the nervous system and other organs, according
to Brown’s office. The reason children are at risk is that they may put
the toys in their mouths, touch the
toys then put their hands in their
mouths; or they can transfer the
lead to food.
The lawsuit comes after the
Consumer Product Safety Commission issued a recall on toys that
contain excessive amounts of lead,
such as Thomas the Tank Engine,
according to Brown’s office.
The companies are accused of
violating the Safe Drinking and
Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986,

On how man
y days
within the
last 30
have you u
sed
cigarettes
?

ANNE RIGOR // Spartan Daily

Barbie and Disney’s The Toad from “Flushed Away” are a couple of the toys
sold at stores where recalls have pulled lead-tainted toys from shelves.
which says that businesses cannot
expose individuals to hazardous
chemicals without posting a clear
warning, according to Brown’s office.
Richardson said parents should
know which toys have been recalled and named in the lawsuit.
“I think anybody who buys toys
needs to be careful about what
they are looking for,” she said.
SJSU student Maria Gonzalez
said she is going to look into buying her young sister toys that will
benefit her.
She has since returned the

toys that she bough at Costco
and Toys “R” Us and says she
is going to instead get her sister
clothes and school supplies for
Christmas.
Maria Hernandez, a freshman
sociology major who has two sisters, ages 6 and 9, said her parents
are not planning to buy her siblings toys for the holidays.
“They started asking for us
to check if any of those toys —
mentioned on TV — if they had
them,” she said. “It’s the parents’
responsibility to check and be
aware of everything.”
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Nearly 30 years later,
the ‘Krazy’ness continues
By NICOLE LIEURANCE
Staff Writer

EMPLOYMENT
ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
ï Valid California Class C license
ï Current DMV printout
ï Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
ï EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle
408-981-5894 or Rick 408593-9612 for an interview.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE Do
you like being on the go, not
stuck in an office all day? Help
someone learn to cook, dance,
read, work on their job and live
the life they choose. We seek
dedicated people to work with
our clients who have disabilities to help them make community connections. Creativity,
caring and commitment define
us. Have CA license, clean
DMV, car insur, bkgrd ck. Instructors, Community Support
Facilitators, Job Coaches,
Roommates & Companions.
PT and FT opptys. E mail:
jdevine@hopeservices.org

Too early to celebrate;
still plenty to prove

ics and wood shop at Bucsher High
School in Santa Clara.
In 1975, however, Henderson
stopped teaching to cheer full time.
“I got three secrets to cheerleading,” he said of how he gets the
crowd pumped up. “The first is:
Threaten people’s life. Second: lots
of energy. You’ve got to show energy. And the third thing is to have
fun. I have more fun than anyone.”
Henderson commanded a lot
of attention as he motivated — or
as he would say, threatened — the
crowd on that November Saturday.
“That’s not loud enough,” Henderson yelled into the stands. “You
don’t want to make me mad!”

Cheerleader has
entertained fans
since 1968
The crowd roared in Spartan Stadium on Nov. 24 as the SJSU football
team triumphed over the University
of Nevada - Reno 27-24.
Yet, of all the screaming fans,
none cheered louder than professional cheerleader and SJSU alumnus George Henderson, 63, aka
“Krazy George.”
Henderson, who wore a microphone throughout the game,
led the crowd in a series of chants
while beating his signature drum.
With his snow-white hair, cutoff
denim shorts and a Spartan football jersey, he defied the image of
the typical cheerleader.
He said he has been cheering
for San Jose State University since
1968, when a friend brought a
drum and a bugle to a game.
“I couldn’t play the bugle because that takes talent,” Henderson said. “So he handed me a
drum. I’ve been hitting this drum
ever since for San Jose State.”
One thing that has brought
Henderson fame — and controversy — is his claim that he invented
“The Wave,” where fans from different sections in a stadium stand
and raise their arms at different
times, creating a rippling effect.
Henderson said he had been
practicing the maneuver at games
for some time before introducing
it nationally Oct. 15, 1981 at an
Oakland A’s playoff game.
In a letter on his Web site, Hen-

SJSU BASKETBALL COMMENTARY:

“I couldn’t play the
bugle because that
takes talent. So he
handed me a drum.”
“KRAZY” GEORGE HENDERSON
Pro cheerleader and SJSU alumnus

SAMANTHA SALAS // SPARTAN DAILY

“Krazy” George Henderson poses with his infamous drum prior to the
Nov. 24 SJSU football game against the University of Nevada - Reno.
derson said that in 2000, the issue
of “The Wave’s” origin came to a
“boiling point” when fans from the
University of Washington posted
“a rash of message board rantings”
claiming that one of their cheerleaders was the true inventor.
Henderson’s response was confident, however.
“I’ve got it on video, I’ve got Joe
Garagiola as a witness, and 47,000
fans,” he said.
In the past, Henderson has
cheered for the Oakland A’s, the
San Jose Earthquakes, and the

JANUARY
OPENINGS
Earn$500-$2000 in January.
Work part-time or full-time during January break!
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*$17.70 BASE/ appt
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*Customer sales/ service
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Guarantee your summer job
now!
CALL LOCATION NEAREST
YOUR HOME FOR INTERVIEW
San Jose (408)866-1100
Mtn View (650)940-9400
San Frnsco(415)239-9520
SantaRosa(707)586-1636
CntraCosta(925)521-9250
Berkeley (510)428-1131
Fremont (510)790-2100
Monterey (831)372-1799
www.workforstudents.com/
sjsu
EASTER SEALS seeks Lifeguards, Instructional Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists,
part or full time in San Jose
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call Tiago@408 295-0228. Send resume to jobs@esba.org or fax
to 408 275-9858. $11-$13+/
hour DOE.

Houston Oilers, among others.
Lawrence Fan, SJSU’s sports
information director, said he first
saw Henderson as a spectator at
a hockey game in the ’70s. He described Henderson’s cheering style
as “different” and “innovative.”
“He’s able to connect with people of different age groups and demographics,” Fan said.
During his time at SJSU, Henderson said he was also on the Judo
team.
After graduating from SJSU in
1971, Henderson taught electron-

DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment with
day & evening shifts for resposible & energetic people. Apply
in person 2:30 to 4:00 Wed-Fri.
We are located in San Pedro
Square
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS
EARN up to $150 per day. Under cover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. Exp. not req’d. Call
800-722-4791
REC LEADERS, INSTRUCTORS, Program Facilitators
P/ T positions available for elementary school hours, after
school hours or evening hours
for middle & HS programs. Degree not required. Need car &
have experience working with
youth. VM (408)287-4170 x
408. EOE/ AAE
NANNY WANTED: Part-time
weekday afternoons for two
children 8 & 10.
Must be experienced and have
own car and references. Start
date 1/2/08. 408-219-7579

CHILD CARE STAFF NEEDED! YMCA CHILD CARE Directors, Assistant Directors,
Teachers and Teacher Aides
needed!
Looking for a fun rewarding career working with children? The
YMCA of Santa Clara Valley is
hiring for Licensed School-Age
Child Care Centers TODAY!
Programs located throughout
San Jose, Cupertino, Saratoga, Campbell and Evergreen
areas.
Full & Part Time positions available ñ hours flexible around
school. Fun staff teams, great
experience working with children, career advancement,
excellent FT/PT benefits and
training opportunities.
Teachers require minimum 12
semester units in ECE, education, recreation, psychology,
sociology, physical education
and/ or other related fields.
For more information, locations and pay ranges, check
out our website at http:// www.
scvymca.org/ jobs/ index.php.
(408)351-6434

Though fans may know Henderson for his loud voice and
bold personality, his fiancee, Pat
Timberg, revealed a softer side of
him.
“He’s sensitive, shy, and a real
showman,” she said.
Timberg, who attended SJSU as a
graduate student, said that when she
met Henderson, they “just clicked.”
Henderson and Timburg currently live in Rochelle, New York.
Henderson says he is lucky to have
such a lax work schedule (he only
cheers at one game per week) that
allows him to travel.
When he does work, Henderson
said he enjoys his job.
“They pay me to have fun, and
I like that,” he said.

LIFEGUARD & SWIM INSTRUCTORS
YMCA Lifeguard & Swim Instructors Needed!
If you enjoy being around the
water and want to be paid for it
then the YMCA of Santa Clara
Valley has the job for you! You
must be at least 16 years of
age, enjoy working with people, and the have passion to
make a difference!
Please visit our website at
http:// www.scvymca.org/ jobs/
index.php for more details.
(408)351-6434

FOR RENT
DETACHED SINGLE FAMILY HOME 3-bedroom (2 suite
style up-stairs/ 1 ground level)
3-bath (3 tub/ shower combo).
Minutes away from SJSU
(South San Jose) Email for
info. / 408-838-7770

By KRIS ANDERSON
Sports Editor

The SJSU men’s basketball
team will be given the opportunity to win its fourth game tonight,
a feat not seen since 1997.
It was the same year Olivier Saint-Jean — whose jersey
hangs from the Event Center
rafters — played for the Spartans, and the same year he
was drafted 11th overall by the
Sacramento Kings.
Fast-forward to the 2007-08
season, and the Spartans have
a swagger that has not been
seen since Saint-Jean, who later
changed his name to Tariq Abdul-Wahad, played in the blue
and gold.
But, with the Spartans in
Southern California facing a 4-5
University of San Diego team
tonight, the real season begins.
Four Spartans are averaging double digits in scoring; the
team has out-rebounded every
opponent it has faced thus far
and is only two wins away from
matching its 2006-07 total.
C.J. Webster is averaging
12.5 points and 10.5 rebounds
per game, making the Texas
State transfer the Spartans’
biggest playmaker — a word
not often heard regarding SJSU
basketball teams.
Webster will have his hands
full with the Torero’s Gyno
Pomare, a 6-foot-8-inch, 240pound forward who’s pouring
in 14 points and snagging eight
rebounds per game.
On paper, the Spartans
appear to be a force, but that
paper is thin. Appalachian State
University is by far the strongest
win, with the Mountaineers

SERVICES
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL
PLAN (includes cosmetic)
$71.75 per year. Save 30%60%. For info call 1-800-6553225 or www.studentdental.
com
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts,
Repair PC, Data Recovery,
Remove Virus Pop Up $49
(408)469-5999
FREE!! TEXT MESSAGE
SITE **Student Startup Company**
Register for a DSR account today. Add your family & friends,
create groups and send text
messages all for free. Simple,
Quick Text Messaging from
your PC.
Visit DSRnumbers.com

OPPORTUNITIES
MOVIE EXTRAS New opportunities for upcoming productions. All looks needed, no
experience required for cast
calls. Call 877-218-6224

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted
into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to
20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to
publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below
nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan

$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from
10 AM or 3PM. STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.

Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by
the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the
reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further
contacts, they should require complete information before sending money
for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all
firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or
merchandise.

winning in three of their eight
games.
Middle Tennessee State University has only won twice; Cal
State Bakersfield won once this
season; and SJSU’s only loss was
Lipscomb University’s only win.
In other words, SJSU’s opponents have won only seven of 28
games. There’s plenty to be positive about with the season, but so
far, SJSU would have a tougher
time playing a house of cards.
Comparing SJSU’s next three
opponents to their previous
four is staggering. USD, Santa
Clara University and Northern
Arizona University have a combined record of 12-10 — not
to mention USD was picked to
finish third in the West Coast
Conference, made famous by perennial NCAA power Gonzaga
University.
Spartan fans need to be critical at this juncture; this is not a
good team — yet. The backcourt is incredibly young, and
the frontcourt is headlined by a
player in his first season at the
Div. 1 level.
The biggest difference between this team and teams of
the recent past is hope, not wins.
Not to mention, the Spartans
have yet to show cohesiveness.
Couple 16 turnovers per game
with a paltry free-throw percentage, and you get a team that’s
fallible in late-game situations.
And low and behold the
Spartans have been outscored
145-137 in the second half of
games this season, and, ironically, all three of SJSU’s wins
were in comeback fashion.
Tonight’s game will be the true
indicator of whether this squad is
any different from years past.

OPINION
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Comments from
our readers

Explain to me how evolution
is not a religion or belief system
unto itself. Ask any evolutionist
how we get from a mud puddle
to a man, or any other complex
organization, and they simply do
not have proof (fossil record) of
this process.
Then it comes back to the term
“theory.” I believe in the creation
theory. Just as an evolutionist believes his theory to be fact without
substantial proof, I believe my
theory to be fact despite the lack
of scientific proof.
Both theories are belief systems
that ultimately require faith. So
both or neither theories on the
origins should be presented in the
classroom.
I think this is the argument that
Ben Stein will bring in the documentary, “Expelled” and I say
more power to him. The establishment should no longer be able
to shout down dissenting opinions
and crudely attempt to end the
argument by questioning the intelligence of the dissenting party.
If evolution is good science,
then there shouldn’t even be a
worry about having it scrutinized.
-Jud

Higher forces act
upon the universe
Matter continues as it does
until acted upon by an external
force. This is a tenant of science
that has had no serious contradictions in the past 300 or so years.
I find the notion that life
stems from atoms that decided to
organize themselves into complex
organisms highly dubious.
Eliminating the concept of
higher forces from the scientific
equation would require us to take
the fatalistic view that human actions are nothing more than a
predetermined continuation or
reaction set into motion by the
big bang.
So unless Veronin believes that
Beethoven’s “Ninth Symphony”
is nothing more than inertia,
I will continue to take the view
that some higher forces act upon
the universe.
-Anonymous

Quote of the day
“What were looking at here
is 12 to 14 million people.
They live in our neighborhoods. They take care of our
elderly. They probably made
the beds in the hotels that
some of us stayed in last
night. They are embedded
in our society.”
HILLARY CLINTON

Referring to illegal immigrants at
a Dec. 4 immigration debate.

KEVIN RAND
From the Hip

I’m offended.
The
Christmas
celebration, once again, will not sleigh
through this season without jingling more controversy.
Ahem. Sorry.
I was raised Catholic and am
now, naturally, an agnostic. And I
don’t know about you, but I have
no problem distinguishing Santa
Claus and Douglas firs from
thoughts of the birth of God
incarnate.
It’s 2007, people. Yet Tuesday,
at Missouri State University, a
tree that was taken down three
days prior because of complaints
was re-erected.
I said a tree — a piney, sticky,
smelly, tree-green tree.
Not a manger, not a crucifix
— not even an angel, just a tree.
Christ, for commercialism’s
sake, was taken out of Christmas
since we’ve had commercials.
Mommy and Daddy are probably not keeping his birth in mind
as they wait in line for a Nintendo
Wii. Sorry.
So why the uproar at Missouri
State?

On this day 114 years ago, the electric car
made its first appearance in public, blazing at
the speed of 4 mph.
Today, Argentina is the eighth largest country in the world, and peanuts are also referred
to as “monkey nuts” in England. I found
all this through Wikipedia ⎯ the source of all
answers to any question that exists.
It’s the place where curious minds go for
knowledge on random subjects.
From Frank Sinatra’s biography to the history of aluminum foil, this Web site has all
the answers.
But in the back of my mind, I can hear my
professors yelling at me.
“Don’t use Wikipedia. It’s not a legit source.”
“Use scholarly articles, not Wikipedia.”
But why? I like Wikipedia. It’s simple, it’s
fast ⎯ and it’s convenient.
Last year, I was struggling with my preparations for my U.S. History final exam.
What happened during the Civil War? Why
is Martin Luther so important? What does habeas corpus mean?
Yeah, I should have paid attention in class.
I should have taken notes. But I didn’t.
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The provost, Belinda McCarthy, said the tree was put
up during a diversity committee discussion, according to an
online article in The Standard,
MSU’s student newspaper. And
the anonymous secretary said
the university should have waited
until after the committee’s discussion to put up the tree.
The voice in my head is
screaming, “What’s the big
deal?”
Granted, the holiday season
has popularly grown to be inclusive of many faiths. There’s nothing wrong with that. In fact, I say
the more the merrier.
But I’m sorry, a tree, no matter how you cut it, is no longer
the Christian symbol it was in
16th century Germany.
The tree is now separated a

Staff Writer

SARA SPIVEY

Production Editors

The voice in my head
is screaming, “What’s
the big deal?”

By SAMUEL LAM

Executive Editor

Photo Editor

Apparently a person from a
group of Jewish students on
campus complained that the
tree, which obviously represented
Christmas, alienated other religious groups.
This information was according to a secretary from the MSU
provost office who preferred to
remain anonymous in a telephone interview.

few degrees from the religion.
Churches and trees are as related
as IHOP and hamburgers.
You can buy hamburgers from
IHOP, but they aren’t why you go
there.
OK, forget about Jesus and
pancakes; let me try to start making sense.
Any controversy surrounding trees or even using the word
“Christmas” at a public institution is laughable.
Missouri Gov. Matt Blunt issued a directive mandating that
no state employees should be
reprimanded for saying “Merry
Christmas” while on the job, according to a Nov. 30 article on
kspr.com, the Web site for the
Springfield, Mo., ABC affiliate.
He also lauded MSU’s president for reversing the decision to
take down the tree.

Churches and trees
are as related as IHOP
and hamburgers.
Thank you, Gov. Blunt. Thank
you for swiftly making this issue a
non-issue.
It’s about time that we all
remember what this season is
really about. And sincerely, I respect anyone’s non-observance
of the 25th.
But for a lot of us, this time of
year is about family, togetherness

and appreciation. It is about eggnog, peppermint lattes, crappy
gifts and the movie “A Christmas
Story” on repeat.
And, of course, it’s about trees.
For me, it’s about being with
Mom, Dad and my brother at
midnight mass at church, where
mangers and crucifixes and angels belong.
Accepting a Christmas tree
placed on a college campus is not
about thick skin or tolerance.
It’s not even about accepting
Christianity.
Trust me, religious zealots are
not brandishing wreaths in the
faces of atheists.
It’s about not reacting at all.
Any reaction is an overreaction.
Are the overly tolerant going
to stop shopping at Nordstrom
during its Christmas sale because
it failed to call the sale a Kwanzaa/Hanukkah/Ramadan/Winter-Solstice and Christmas sale?
Exactly.
If you want to celebrate Jesus’
birth, fine. If you want to overspend your budget, again, fine. If
you’re like most Americans and
want to do both, have a blast.
I don’t care, and neither
should anyone else.

Kevin Rand is a Spartan Daily
copy editor. This is the last appearance of “From the Hip.”

Wikipedia: Simple, fast and wrong
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‘Tis the season for controversy

The comments below are in reference to
Nick Veronin’s column, “A place for religion in public schools,” from Nov. 29.

Evolution is just
another theory
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JAMIE JURY
AMIE STYCZYNSKI
KYLE FOGARTY

How was I going to cram the main points
of more than 200 years of U.S. history into
my brain?
The books for these classes were thick
novel-sized books from old historians, instead
of actual hardcover textbooks. Finding the
information in these books was way too hard.
I turned to Wikipedia. It’s much easier than
scrapping through the big thick books.
“Don’t go to Wikipedia. It’s edited by regular people. It can contain a lot of inaccurate
information.”
Professors always say that, and they are right.
In 2005, John Seigenthaler Sr., a well-known
writer and journalist, found his biography on
Wikipedia edited with false information.

During this time of finals,
it’s tempting to finish
research papers with
the help of Wikipedia.
The Seigenthaler profile linked the author
to the assassinations of John F. Kennedy and
Robert F. Kennedy. This hoax went undetected
for nearly four months.
I actually didn’t know too much about this
controversy, but I found out more through
Wikipedia.
Editors have now been put in place to check
the accuracy of information submitted to the
site. That’s good, since now my profile page
no longer says that I’m a viking with a jigsaw
puzzle, according to Wikipedia.

Heck, I have even edited information on
Wikipedia before. I was bored one day and
I just decided to add some additional information to one of my favorite musicians on the
site, Jem.
Do you trust the information a regular guy
like me can submit?
It’s hard to trust just anybody’s word on
a site like Wikipedia. But we hold onto that
thought that submitted information is accurate, that the submitters wouldn’t want to lie
to a community they love so much.
But we can’t rely on Wikipedia so much.
During this time of finals, it’s tempting to
finish research papers with the help of Wikipedia. I’ve been tempted to just go to the site,
look for information and just base my paper
off it rather than confirming it with a legit
source. That’s not right.
Luckily, Wikipedia pages provide links to
other Web pages, books and scholarly articles.
Use those instead.
There’s nothing wrong with using Wikipedia to look up information. It’s not wrong to
use the site to get an idea of a subject you’re
studying. It’s a tool, and we should use it to our
advantage.
But be smart about when you choose to
use it.
You don’t want to accidentally profile somebody as a viking.

Guest columns appear every Tuesday
and Wednesday.
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By HANNA THRASHER
Photo Editor

One tough
cookie
Some people might look at me
and think to themselves, “Man,
that girl looks tough.” Well it’s true.
I am, and don’t you forget it.
Any person who was born and
raised in Stockton (holler) has undoubtedly obtained a hard-knocklife attitude, with a mouth that can
run for days. Put a week on it.
My upbringing has given me
the knowledge of the gangsta’ lean
and the quickest way to hide brass
knuckles from the police. It did not,
however, prepare me for my first
day on a college campus, something much more daunting than
the streets.
Four semesters ago, I was a
transfer student from a community
college in a new town full of new
faces, with the first day of school
quickly approaching.

The campus seemed
enormous, as if it
encompassed the entire
City of San Jose.
I was nervously starting a second
chapter in my college career with
harder classes than my previous
junior college. The goal of graduation was closer than ever before.
It forced me to grow up and be a
big girl.
The day had come. I took the
bus as to avert the two-hour wait to
get into the Seventh Street garage.
The campus seemed enormous,
as if it encompassed the entire City
of San Jose, and the Smith-Carlos
statues loomed over my head as if
they reached eternity.
I consider myself street smart
(and tough), but I have never
thought of myself as book smart.
Upon entering SJSU, I quickly
realized that becoming a master of
the books needed to come in Godspeed or I would quickly drown in
a tsunami of painfully long midterms and research papers.
Eventually, I found my groove
and things started falling into place
with my academics and my future
career.
Per graduation requirements for
a photojournalism major, I joined
the Spartan Daily team, where
I stayed for three semesters — two
more than required. Being involved
with the school paper opened doors
and opportunities that would not
have come into play without my
involvement on campus.
After shooting an array of
assignments for the Daily from
hockey games to group marches,
I became more familiar with the
campus and changed my attitude
about SJSU. Before, it was just
a school I attended. But soon, it
became my school.
As I prepare for my last semester
here, enrolling in the last few classes
I need to graduate, I notice I have
grown mentally — not physically,
because that’s just plain mean.
The grassy flats, tall buildings
and numerous city-blocks worth of
university now feel like a kid’s playground. The Smith-Carlos statues
no longer look like Leonid Stadnyk, the tallest person in the world.
I have come, seen and conquered.
Kinda.
So to those of you who feel like
the world is closing in on you, it is,
but only temporarily. Just keep on
keeping on, and things will fall into
place.
If you doubt me, hard times are
coming your way. Keep in mind:
I’m tough.

Guest columns appear every
Tuesday and Wednesday.
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Larry the Cable Guy
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Art takes on a new light
By SAMANTHA SALAS

HEDWIG HEERSCHOP

Staff Writer

From Dec. 4 to Dec. 6,
student artists at SJSU
will be displaying their work
at an art exhibition
titled “Light.” Located in
Gallery 3 of the Art building,
visitors experience
these works in a variety of
interpretations of light —
all forms and all definitions.

As a student in the Master of Fine Arts propictorial representation into the nostalgic
gram, Hedwig Heerschop said she has wanted
past.
to be a photographer since she was a child.
“By doing this,” Heerschop said, “I take
“My father was a photographer,” Heermere representation into the realm of fine
schop said. “And I spent a lot of time with him
arts.”
in the dark room. I didn’t understand the conHeerschop said her motivations for being
cept of how all the chemicals really worked.
a photographer include improving her exploI remember all of those trays had water in
ration of different techniques. Another motithem with a funny smell, so every time we put
vation Heerschop has is to share and impart
a piece of paper in a tray of developer, a picwhat she has learned with others who are
ture appeared. For me that was magic.”
also interested in this art form.
Heerschop said what inspires her most is
“I am motivated, also,” Heerschop said,
the life and work of her father.
“by my ambition to become a professor, not
“To that, I have added the exciting new
only to please myself, but also my father who
technology of the computer and digital
has now passed away.”
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photography combined with the alternative
Heerschop’s piece for the exhibition, “Abprocesses of the 1800s,” Heerschop said.
stract Realism,” was taken in the Netherlands.
While Heerschop said she appreciates Hedwig Heerschop, a graduate student in fine arts, explains the
“The light was beautiful and the pond had
traditional photography and photograph- complexities of her work titled “Abstract Realism,” during the an incredible reflection,” Heerschop said. “I was
ic processes, she enjoys transporting the Light Gallery reception in the Art building on Tuesday.
out with my camera, and it was just perfect.”

ERICA DIAZONI
Erica Diazoni is currently a senior in the Bachelor
of Fine Arts program with a concentration in spatial
arts, emphasizing textiles. While Diazoni said she has
always had a creative energy and always loved to create, she feels she is still trying to find her own style.
“I am still exploring everything I can do,” Diazoni
said, “different fabrics I can weave, colors I can use,
different stitches, sketches and images. Right now,
my style is kind of all over the place.”
Yet, Diazoni is inspired to create art by everything
around her.
“I love to take walks,” Diazoni said, “and let nature inspire me. I also find inspiration in books. FicSANDRA ARROYO // SPARTAN DAILY
tion books are an invaluable source of inspiration.
I love fantasy and make believe. I think sometimes
Erica Diazoni, a senior spatial arts major, comments on the
that’s what art really is for me.”
emphasis of light on her textile work during the Light Gallery
Inspired by her world, Diazoni said her motiva- reception in the Art building on Tuesday.
tions for her artwork comes from the feeling she gets
when she’s sitting at the loom or holding a needle and
And without a thought-provoking, mood-stirring
thread.Diazoni said the very act of making art is im- piece that really reaches out and touches the viewer,
portant to her.
“it’s just materials, taking up space on our already
“It’s about the finished product, the process you go overburdened planet,” Diazoni said.
through, responding to your environment, working
Diazoni’s piece in the exhibit is an all-white, cotton
with the materials and figuring out why you’re going thread scarf.
through all this.
“After I took a class on how to knit a square,” Di“I want to contribute something positive, some- azoni said, “I wanted to knit something other than
thing only I can do,” Diazoni said. “Who doesn’t squares. But then I tried weaving the lace and said,
want to create a masterpiece?”
‘screw knitting,’ and decided to weave instead.”

The Light Gallery held in the
Art building on Tuesday night
aimed to identify the role of
light in each piece of artwork.

SANDRA ARROYO // SPARTAN DAILY

KATHERINE ROMERO
Katherine Romero is a senior in the Bachelor of
Fine Arts program, with a concentration in pictorial arts. Romero said she would describe her style
of art as expressive, and she knew she wanted to be
an artist and painter from day one.
“I was always drawing as a kid,” Romero said.
“I was always making other things from household
stuff, using scraps of paper, anything I could get my
hands on.”
Romero said what interests her about art is the
idea that a person can explore the unknown. An
artist can create something different from anyone
else, she said.
“It’s a true way of finding myself,” Romero
said.
Romero said she finds inspiration in her environment and her friends. Everything around her is

something she can be inspired by.
“Anything in the outside world influences me internally,” Romero said, “and I express that through
my painting. It’s like meditating, a personal reflection on the environment and community I am in.
Everything is personal with me.”
One of Romero’s goals is to be able to survive
by being a painter and not doing anything else.
“I want to be a successful painter,” Romero said.
“I want to be able to sell and have people be interested in my art. If that wasn’t my goal, it would be
a waste of time to be an art student.”
Romero said so far, the hardest part of completing her goal is allowing enough time for creative
time, instead of allowing academic time to overwhelm her personal time to paint.
*Artist wasn’t available for photo.

